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 Its 11 a.m. on a Sunday morning and Amay Patnaik, the only woman in the room, is too exhausted to stand. Just as well. She’d been carrying her infant daughter, aged three days, the entire morning. During the 18 hours she’d spent trekking back from the district headquarters in Lucknow, her mother and sister-in-law had slept in the truck behind her. Then, finally, after almost midnight, she and her
exhausted, nearly frozen body had arrived. “At the time, I was thinking that if it wasn’t for my infant daughter, I would have collapsed at the station,” she says. It’s a fact that has come to her like a surprise after more than 12 years of working as an Income Tax officer with the Income Tax department in the State of Uttar Pradesh. From the “boot” of the local government office in Meerut, Patnaik, 33,
has worked her way to become a district commissioner of the most powerful post in the state, income tax officer of the Lucknow zone. When she received the call asking for her to be transferred to the capital Lucknow, her four-year-old daughter and her husband were barely seven months old. In 2012, a suspicious round of transfer orders was circulated, with Amay Patnaik’s name on them. Over the
past three months, the subject of the transfer has been raised several times, as if it were a final scene in a sordid melodrama. “There was a leak in the department,” Amay says, echoing the excuse given by many others, “and you have to accept it.” But the truth is that Amay Patnaik was transferring to the region in which she was born. The region of Uttar Pradesh, from which her father was originally a

tenant farmer in Allahabad, from where he shifted to Meerut and later Lucknow. “I knew Lucknow as a child. I grew up here,” says Amay, “I was born and brought up here, but my parents still live in Allahabad.” Amay Patnaik’s house in Lucknow, on a street with its own electricity supply. Her family’s house in Meerut, where Amay grew up “My daughter is called Amay, after 82157476af
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